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THE AUCKLAND M ORI ECONOMY =
NZIER Report — July 2015

Introduction by Independent M  ori Statutory Board

As part of its function the Independent M ori Statutory Board (Board) promotes economic
issues of significance for M ori in Auckland, which is where the largest M ori population
lives. The Board’s work focusses on outcomes where M ori are empowered, enabled,
respected and recognised as being a critical and active part in the economic development
of Auckland. Creating a more productive, high value economy inclusive of M ori is for the
benefit of Auckland and New Zealand.

The Board commissioned the New Zealand Institute of Economic Research to produce
this report which provides a current snapshot of Auckland’s M ori economy and identifies
key opportunities for growing that economy.

With an asset base of $23 billion, Auckland’s M ori entities and businesses hold over
half the asset base of the national M ori economy. Currently Auckland’s M ori economy
is 5% or $4 billion of Auckland’s total economy but, as the report identifies, there are
S|gn|f|cant opportunities to grow it further. The key opportunities are:
partnership/investment opportunities presented by Treaty settlements (in
particular, around return of land and first right of refusal of Crown land) to
substantially increase the asset base in the near future and beyond;
unlocking and increasing the economic potential of M ori entrepreneurs;
investing in M ori youth - a large, young cohort which represents a significant
proportion of Auckland’s future workforce;
investing in fit-for-purpose interventions in South and West Auckland
(Manurewa, Henderson-Massey, Papakura, Otara-Papatoetoe and Mangere-
Otahuhu) where half of Auckland's M ori live which are also economically
disadvantaged areas; and
leveraging Auckland’s unique M ori identity (both visibly around the city and
as a key part of Auckland’s ‘brand’) to provide a comparative advantage for all
businesses.

Improving Auckland’s M ori participation in study, work and entrepreneurship means
significant economic benefits for Auckland. For example, raising Auckland's M ori
employment rate to that of non-M ori could result in 12,000 more employed M ori and an
increase in total personal incomes of around $1 billion per year.

Auckland’s Economic Development Strategy talks about creating a M ori/lwi economic
powerhouse and the Auckland Plan notes our M ori identity as our point of difference in
the world. Yet opportunities are being missed to support and grow the Auckland M ori
economy. This report is a starting point which the Board hopes will pave the way for
better understanding, assessment, collaboration and direction so that M ori, Auckland
Council, Council Controlled Organisations, central government and the private sector can
build a higher value Auckland economy inclusive of M ori for the benefit of all.

David Taipari

D

Chairman
Independent M ori Statutory Board
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